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Marion Region Team,
 
I just talked to Chris Cochran, the IDPH Communications System Specialist, about how we might be able to get most (if not all) of the IDPH-owned STARCOM21 radios reprogrammed and avoid extra travel for everyone.  In past years, we set up times for LHDs to bring their radios to the Marion Region Office or to a Motorola vendor which involved travel for everyone.   However, Chris is going to be in southern Illinois in mid-October and also plans to attend the SPARC conference the following week.   If I can get the radios collected for him, I can get them to Chris when he comes down in mid-October and then they can be returned to everyone at the SPARC conference.   Since the IEHA South Chapter Conference is this week on Thursday and Friday at the Marion Pavilion, this would be a good opportunity to get the radios to me since I will be attending that conference as well.   Please consider sending the IDPH radios that were just recently inventoried with any of your health department’s staff who will be attending the IEHA South Chapter conference this week.   I will collect the radios and secure them in my office until I see Chris.   I realize that this would leave a communications gap for those LHDs that do not have other STARCOM21 radios (e.g., a STARCOM radio that was issued by the ITTF, or which the LHD had purchased in the past), but if the radios are needed I would try to get your radios back to you as quickly as possible.
 
So, if you would like to take advantage of this opportunity, please do the following:
 
1. Collect the IDPH-owned STARCOM21 radios that your health department has, including any of the mobile radios.  If you have a mobile radio, just bring the radio itself, without the suitcase and the accessories.
2. Put a sticky note on the radio with the name of your LHD on it, unless you have already tagged the radio with your name since we will be returning the same radios back to you.
3. Send the radios with the staff who will be attending the IEHA conference on September 15 and 16 at the Pavilion in Marion and have them give the radios to me.   If they are not sure who I am, please give  them my cell phone number and ask them to call me at the conference.
4. Plan to have someone who will be attending the SPARC Weathering the Storm conference on Wednesday, October 19th at the Pavilion in Marion pick up the radios from Chris Cochran.  Chris plans to have a table at the conference so he should be easy to find.
 
If your LHD does not have some staff attending the IEHA South Chapter Conference and the SPARC Weathering the Strom Conference, please let me know and we will try to figure out another option.   It may be that the radios would need to be brought to the IDPH Preparedness conference in June unless there is another opportunity to collect, reprogram and return the radios before then.
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.
 
Thanks,
 
Kevin Gillespie
Marion Region Emergency Response Coordinator
Illinois Department of Public Health
Office of Preparedness & Response
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